
ADOPT-A-MARINE FOR THANKSGIVING 
HOME HOSPITALITY 

 
Suggestions to help you bless your guests… 
 

 Understand that the Marines have recently completed most of their really tough 
bootcamp and may not even know where their first assignments will be.  Most are 
young and are still “kids” at heart.  With this in mind, having some other high school or 
college kids in your home for Thanksgiving can really help make them feel at home.  If 
your own kids are not of this age, if possible invite some other kids who are in those age 
groups. 

 
 Be ready to hear a lot of “sir” and “ma’am,” and know this is just part of who they are 

now. 
 

 On the drive home from Camp Pendleton, let your Marines know the agenda for the 
day.  The Marines have to leave and return in uniform.  They are usually anxious to 
change into street clothes once they are off the base, so try to accommodate that early. 

 
 If you have the main Thanksgiving meal sometime in the afternoon, there will most likely 

be time for you to see what kinds of foods they might really be craving and have them 
available if at all possible.  Think of yourself as filling in for your Marine’s real family. 

 
 Let your guests know that yours is a Christian home, and a good follow-up to that would 

be to ask, “Did you grow up in the church?”  Will open conversation. 
 

 Try to take a group picture at your home with everyone present so that your Marine 
guests can e-mail the photo to their parents, who will usually be appreciative beyond 
words to know their Marine was in a loving Christian home for Thanksgiving. 

 
 Don’t feel like you have to overly entertain your Marine guests.  Having a home-cooked 

meal and “couch potato” time watching some football on TV has always been a great 
hit.  Don’t be surprised if your guests fall asleep for an afternoon nap.  Having some 
down-time and experiencing a touch of home are part of a winning formula. 

 
 Send them back to Camp Pendleton with a leftovers/dessert care package if possible. 

 
 Let your guests know how much you appreciate their service to our country and making 

your Thanksgiving holiday special by having them over.  Ask if it would be okay to send 
an occasional encouraging e-mail, a great way to stay in touch. 

 
 Be sure to ask how you and your family can be praying for them now and in the coming 

months.  Be sure to offer to pray for them together as a family before taking them back 
to Camp Pendleton. 

 
Thank you for opening up your home and your hearts to these young Marines this 
Thanksgiving! 


